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Confederation of European Paper Industries
250 Avenue Louise, Box 80
B-1050 Brussels
Tel: +32 2 627 49 11 | Fax: +32 2 646 81 37
mail@cepi.org | www.cepi.org

This is a renewable, durable, re-usable and recyclable paper product - 
naturally supporting your ideas!

SuStainability- 
Our PriOrity
The Confederation of European Paper Industries (CEPI) 
is a Brussels-based non-profit organisation. Through 
its 19 member countries (17 European Union members 
plus Norway and Switzerland) CEPI represents some 
760 pulp, paper and board producing companies across 
Europe.

The 4th CEPI Sustainability Report shows that the 
paper industry even during difficult economic times has 
a good track record as a sustainable sector in Europe 
and that it is delivering on its targets set in previous 
Sustainability Reports since 2003.

CEPI has thoroughly reviewed its 
targets and indicators and attained a 
B+ rating from the Global Reporting 
Initiative (GRI) for the first time. 
Additionally, CEPI now reports on 
water indicators and has further 
insights into the issue of transport.

“This report has been certified by the Global 
Reporting Initiative and shows that we are credible 
and transparent. We are committed to this process. 
We will continue to work to adapt and respond to 
the challenges that face us while our products are 
produced sustainably to the benefit of society.” said 
Teresa Presas, CEPI  Managing Director.  

CEPI’s commitment begins with values and 
principles in which sustainability is 
embedded, and manifests itself in 
a systemic and long-term 
approach. The paper industry 
strives to make its actions 
matter and is convinced that 
competitiveness and 
sustainability can go 
hand in hand.

This brochure is printed on certified paper from sustainably managed forests.

SuStainability
Of PaPer-
a natural fact

The European paper industry continued to build 
upon its impressive sustainability performance in the 
last two years and did their bit in the fight against 
Climate Change. CEPI members decreased specific 
emissions of CO2 per tonne of paper produced by 
42% since 1990. 

Here are some of the European paper industry’s 
other accomplishments:

• The paper industry was the only industrial sector to 
reduce emissions under the EU Emissions Trading 
System in 2008 vs 2007 by 6.5%.

• A reduction in the levels of both SOx and NOx 
emissions since the last report.

• A recycling rate increase to 66.6%, higher than 
the target set for 2010.

• Primary energy use reduced by 2.9%.

• 54.4% of energy used is biomass-based ‘green’ 
energy, an increase of 1.5% since 2007.

• 95% of paper companies use tracing systems for 
the wood they are using.

• 82% of company-owned/leased forests are 
certified.

* c/o Steps Management s.p.r.l., MD of CEPI

The full CEPI Sustainability Report 2009
is available at www.cepi.org
or can be ordered at mail@cepi.org

Contact persons:

Teresa Presas
Dr (h.c.), CEPI Managing Director *

Daniela Haiduc
CEPI Communications and Public Affairs Manager



CEPI is working today to integrate the climate, 
energy and competitiveness issues in one 
vision for industry policy and working towards 
the future. 
Between 2008 and 2009 the European paper 
industry shrank by 15%, but continuous 
sustainable development and innovation aim 
at making the sector attractive to investors.
The pulp and paper industry produced 26% of 
the world’s total pulp and converted roughly 
the same percentage into paper products.
More than 80% of the wood and pulp the 
paper industry needs are sourced in Europe.

Beyond recovering from the world 
slump, Europe’s paper sector seeks 
to improve competitiveness by 
ending global protectionism and 
investing in innovation.
Bernard Lombard, Trade & Competitiveness Director
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Speed of structural change and technology 
transition to low-carbon will create a demand 
for educated and well-trained employees at all 
levels, for which industry is making provision 
through investment. Meanwhile, employers 
are working through the current crisis doing 
their best to minimize social upheaval.
Paper adds value to our lives and it also yields 
benefits to society. The paper industry in 
Europe employs 243,300 people. Indirect 
jobs rise to 1.8 million in the sectors such as 
publishing, packaging and printing.

Zero accident target
In 2003, CEPI set a zero-
accident target. The 
declining rate of accidents 
causing an absence of 
more than three days in 
2008 reached 22.8 out of 
1000 people employed.
Although there was a drop 
in total accident levels 
over the reporting period; CEPI acknowledges 
that the recent fall in employment figures may 
have affected the incident rate.

In five years’ time there will be a 
great need for educated employees at 
operator level and engineering level.

New graduates enter the paper industry every 
year across the CEPI region. Companies 
support in-service study and training including 
e-learning. In 2008, specialist education was 
offered in the CEPI region at 65 institutes, 
44 vocational schools and 16 universities.
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Extensive assessments of forest sustainability 
issues have shown paths to improve forest 
productivity, the forest environment and forest’s 
social value.

Biodiversity is our business
CEPI published a new handbook named ‘Sharing 
Experiences – Promoting Biodiversity in the 
European Pulp and Paper Industry’.
The publication explores the possible role of 
industry to contribute to biodiversity by adhering 
to responsible buying behaviour. Together with 
Eurosite Nature, CEPI outlines the European 
policy framework and features a large informative 
section on procurement best practice. 

Legal logging in the European paper industry
All CEPI member companies that buy wood have 
adopted a procurement policy with a legality 
requirement. More than 95% of the companies 
use tracing systems, of which more than 2/3 is 
third-party verified. 

Forest certification
82% of company-owned/leased forests in 
Europe are certified by independent forest 
certification schemes, the decreasing proportion 
compared to the last report is mostly due to 
forest sales by companies.

56% of wood, chips and sawdust delivered to 
mills in Europe are from forest management 
certified sources.

Our policy is to protect and nurture 
forest biodiversity whilst ensuring that 
the forest remains a vital amenity for 
local communities as well as a source of 
raw material for the paper sector.
Bernard de Galembert, Forest & Research Director
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nature, using a renewable material and reverting 
to renewable energy as well. 

Decoupling growth from emissions
The decoupling graph shows the relationship 
between paper production and emissions. While 
paper and pulp production has increased over 
the years, emissions have been declining. This 
‘decoupling’ is a prime aim of our environmental 
goals and of the EU environmental policy. 
http://europa.eu/pol/env/index_en.htm

Producing bio-energy
The European pulp and 
paper industry is the biggest 
single user and producer of 
bio-energy in Europe. More 
than half of its total primary 
energy consumption is 
based on biomass, which 
corresponds to a quarter 
of the total solid biomass-based energy used 
in Europe. In 2003, the industry committed 
to increase the share of biomass to 56% on 
average. In 2008, this share reached 54.4%.

Water – the next big thing
With the aim of being the leaders in this issue, 
CEPI has become an active partner in the 
development of water stewardship and water 
footprinting. Our water reporting is at an early 
stage and we expect much improvement and more 
detail available by 2011.

Environmental technology to clean and 
reduce the volume of water used in our 
industry is highly developed and we want 
to share our expertise and help shape 
water policy for the future.
Marco Mensink, Energy & Environment Director

Decoupling graph

Year  after year paper recycling rates continue 
to rise and when fibres can no longer be used 
they can be converted into renewable or 
‘green’ energy. As much as 66.6% of paper in 
use in 2008 was collected for recycling. That 
figure far exceeded the 2010 target of 66%, 
although the financial crisis may impact the 
recycling rate as well and the figure might 
drop for 2009.
Over 50% of our raw material used for paper 
making nowadays is recovered paper.

Recovered paper and REACH
Together with the European Commission, 
CEPI cleared the status of recovered paper 
under REACH and published Information on 
recovered paper for REACH purposes. This 
action went beyond legal requirements and 
was very much appreciated by members and 
the European Commission.

Supporting traceability
In 2008, CEPI together with ERPA, the 
recovered paper collectors, and FEAD, the 
waste management representatives, launched 
a European Recovered Paper Identification 
system allowing recovered paper suppliers to 
register for a unique supplier code for marking 
recovered paper bales.

The system allows every member in the 
recovered paper chain to keep track of its 
suppliers and ensure business confidentiality. 
Public authorities may be granted access 
to the supplier codes to be able to trace 
the origin of recovered paper bales when 
necessary. www.recoveredpaper-id.eu

Recovered paper is an essential raw 
material for our industry and vital for 
the future of paper and board in a 
low-carbon and waste-free society.
Jori Ringman, Recycling & Product Director
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